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Itôs very hard to imagine ï especially in a world of mobile phones and constant social 

media posts ï just how someone can go missing forever.  

But people do vanish all the time, and in Britain alone, almost 275,000 people are reported 

missing every year. In fact, one person goes missing in the UK every two minutes. Whatôs even 

scarier is that police, driven by lack of evidence, are often forced to close cases down 

unresolved, meaning that thousands of peopleôs disappearances remain a mystery. 

Nicholas Hoult and Charlize Theronôs latest movie, óDark Placesô, focuses on a group of amateur 

investigators called óThe Kill Clubô who, curious about cold cases, meet up to try and fill in the 

gaps that the police left behind. Kind of like what weôve all been doing on our lunch breaks and 

whatsapp groups since we finished watching óMaking A Murdererô. 

https://twitter.com/JessLever
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/the-missing-each-year-275000-britons-disappear-1801010.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/the-missing-each-year-275000-britons-disappear-1801010.html
http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/news/475-one-recorded-every-two-minutes-missing-persons-figures-released


 

But outside of movies and heated Netflix debates, these groups do actually exist in real life. The 

Doe Network is an organisation of volunteers devoted to getting to the bottom of missing 

persons cases that have been closed for over ten years. We met up with one volunteer, Della 

Williams. 

Della, who works as a police dispatcher in Missouri, became interested in missing persons cases 

when a womanôs torso was discovered 3.5 miles from where she lived: 

ñI was looking for information on the Wright City Torso [and] I started reading about all the 

missing and unidentified persons and was just shocked there were so many out thereé itôs the 

nations mass disasteré I had to do something.ò 

But surely not just anyone can start delving into old police investigations? How are these people 

different from your standard nosy parker? 

ñConfidentiality plays a huge role, and we have to sign lots of agreements before we get started. 

The most frustrating part is trying to get law enforcement agencies to reopen cold cases and be 

cooperative. Some are go getters, who really want to solve the crime and appreciate our help. 

ñBut I had one detective who laughed at me and said he didnôt understand what I was trying to 

do. However, I am currently working closes with the lieutenant on the Wright City Torso case, 

and theyôre working on providing me with different DNA samples.ò 

http://www.doenetwork.org/cases/813ufmo.html

