Canadian woman missing
since 1960s
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MISSING — Anna Sylvia
Just, 30, 5'6", 125 pounds,
blond hair, blue eyes pos-

sibly using the name
Mrs. A. Presely is the
subject of an intensive
search alter Clark Coun-
ty Sheriff officials found
her purse and clothing
buried in the desert, Miss
Just, a Canadian citizen,
is thought to he the vic-
tim of foul play. Anyone
having information on the
subject Is asked to con-
tact:the sheriff's depart-
ment, homicide detail.

“Mud maps™ are a com
mon '_.sigh! in Australia’s Out-
back._ To direct travelers
through the lonely region,
line maps in the hard-baked
soil.
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The Atomic Energy Commis-

¢ | sion plans to conduct a large

nuclear cratering experiment—
involving a 100 - kiloton nuclear
device — an its Nevada Tesl
Site instead of in 1dabn, Asso-
ciated Press leamed Wednes-
dav.

The disclosure was made ear-|

her this month in Wachingten

.when John S. Relly, director
e o M anim of the divition of peaceful nu-
‘gGerlclear explosives of the AEC

appeared belore a House sub-

| committee.
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| THENAMES of seven otherlil;

I'ive More Baker Bus Crash

Dead Identified by Coronerir

BARER. Calil. (UPI) —~ The gers who died in the buming
San Bernardine County Coron- [bus still Faven't been disclosed.

The names released Tuesday:
Arihur leslie Cole, 73, Gar.
crash of a greyhound bus onlden Grove, Calif; Mrs. Chris-
interstate 15. tina Jones, 53, Hawthorne, Cal-
Mrs. Arna louisa lewis,
persons who Jost their lives in'g5, Santa Barbara, Calif.; Mrs

[names of [Live more pereons

< revan the collision of the bus and a; 'Margaret Buntin Obve, £, Van.

wroag way car on the lmma\umu ver. B. C.: and Mrs. Obee’s
iwere made public Monday.

ison, Allen, 24, also of Vancou:
Namies of eight more passen-|ver.
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A microfilm image of page 4 of the March 14, 1968 edition of the Las Vegas Review—jo.urnall shows a
short article about Anna Sylvia Just who had gone missing. (Las Vegas Review-Journal)




Police said human remains found in the desert outside Henderson in 1970 have been identified as
Anna Sylvia Just, a Canadian woman missing since 1968. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-
Journal) @bizutesfaye
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By Kevin ]. Barr
Las Vegas Review-Journal
November 7, 2025 - 1:37 pm
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Don't miss the big stories. Like us on Facebook.

Updated November 7, 2025 - 8:18 pm

Human remains unearthed in a desert area outside Henderson
more than half a century ago have been identified as those of a
Canadian woman who may have been an acquaintance of a mob-
linked Las Vegas union leader and convicted killer, police
announced.

The remains, which were found in 1970, are those of Calgary,
Alberta, native Anna Sylvia Just, the Metropolitan Police
Department said Friday.

The breakthrough in the decades-long mystery came after Metro
was contacted by Calgary cold case detectives in October 2024 to
learn more about Just, who was reported missing here in 1968
after her personal belongings were found in the desert, police
said in a news release.


https://www.reviewjournal.com/staff/kevin-barr/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/staff/kevin-barr/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Flvrj.com%2Fpost%2F3534584&via=reviewjournal&text=Remains%20found%20in%201970%20identified%20as%20Canadian%20woman%20missing%20since%201960s

On June 7, 1970, children playing discovered human remains
buried in a shallow grave about a mile away from where Just’s
belongings had been found, Metro said. Although the remains
were unidentifiable, the Clark County coroner’s office ruled the
death a homicide caused by a skull fracture.

During the investigation of Just’s disappearance, Metro said
Friday, several reports suggested she was an acquaintance of
Thomas Hanley, who according to UNLV archives was a Las Vegas
union leader with ties to organized crime families in the
Midwest. A deputy district attorney had also accused of Hanley of
being responsible for Just’s killing, according to previous Las
Vegas Review-Journal coverage.

Just had reportedly gone to Hanley for money, according to
Metro, and it was later alleged that Hanley had associates drive
Just into the desert and kill her.

In 1978, Hanley was sentenced to life in prison without parole for
the 1977 murder of former Culinary union secretary-treasurer Al
Bramlet, according to Review-Journal coverage from the time.

At an April 25, 1978, sentencing hearing for the Bramlet murder,
Hanley said it was unfair to speculate on other killings he was
tied to by prosecutors, including Just’s.

“I never even heard of the woman,” Hanley was quoted as saying.

Hanley died in 1979.



In a press release Friday, Metro said Calgary police learned that
Just was in the Las Vegas area at some point in the 1960s, and
gave Canadian officials the name of Just’s sister who collected
the personal belongings that were found in 1968. Calgary
detectives were then able to contact Just’s sister, who is still
alive, and collected from her a DNA sample that was compared
with a sample taken from the remains found in 19770, according
to the release.

Genetic genealogical testing confirmed the remains were Just’s,
police said.

A March 10, 1968, report in the Las Vegas Review-Journal stated
authorities had discovered a suitcase they believed belonged to
Just about a week after finding a purse holding her ID in a desert
area near the city dump about four miles from Henderson. The
report notes Just was a 29-year-old stenographer who
disappeared from Calgary on Aug. 17, 1966.

Police at the time estimated the purse they found had been in the
desert for more than six months, the Review-Journal previously
reported.

Nobody was ever arrested in connection with the disappearance
or suspected murder, a Metro spokesperson said Friday.

Contact Casey Harrison at charrison@reviewjournal.com. Follow

@casey-harrison.bsky.social on Bluesky. Contact Kevin J. Barr
at kbarr@reviewjournal.com.
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