
She was not trash': Boone County officials identify teen dumped along 

I-65 in May 1992 
 

Lenny Sniegowski has spent the past 30 years wondering what happened to 
his sister. During that time, his family has held out hope that "Maggie" was 
alive somewhere. 

“We're not quitters,” Lenny Sniegowski said. “We did not have a funeral. I 

travel all over the world now and I always thought maybe I would run into my 

sister.”  

Using advances in DNA technology, the Boone County Sheriff’s Office 

announced Wednesday that a teen whose body was found on the side of a 

highway in 1992 was identified as Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr.   

“He found my little sister on the side of the highway discarded like a piece of 

trash,” said Lenny Sniegowski through tears. “She's no longer that. My family 

is grateful for everyone that looked, worried, searched, cared and cried for my 

little sister over these years as if she was your own little sister."  

Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr., who went by Maggie, was found at the bottom 

of an embankment near an on ramp to I-65 northbound from State Road 47 

by a local farmer on May 3, 1992, in Boone County.   

At the time she was 17 years old, still in high school and lived with her family 

in Toledo, Ohio. Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr. was the youngest of eight 

siblings.   

Lenny Sniegowski said he is not sure how his sister ended up in Central 

Indiana. She never took any of her things from the family’s home before she 

went missing, he said.   

The investigation has now turned from attempting to identify the teen to 

finding her killer or killers, said Boone County Sheriff Mike Nielsen.   



“Anybody that knows my family, knows we don't forget,” Lenny Sniegowski 

said. “These guys (the Boone County Sheriff's Office) are coming after you. She 

was not trash. She was a beautiful, loving, funny, upbeat person who didn't 

deserve this.”  

How was Margaret Ann Sniegowski identified?   

One of Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr.’s sisters submitted her DNA to the 

biotechnology company 23andMe for ancestry testing because she was curious 

about her family tree, Lenny Sniegowski said.   

This was key for investigators when it came to using new DNA technology to 

identify Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr.   

In November 2021, a potential identification was established using DNA from 

the body. The sheriff’s office spent weeks researching the identity and possible 

family members to create a family tree.   

A potential brother and sister of the teen were contacted to obtain DNA for 

kinship testing. The results came back in January and the teen was positively 

identified.   

“If you think there's a possibility that someone is still alive or maybe died a 

long time ago and you just don't know about it then do this,” Nielsen said. “Go 

submit your DNA, put it into that database and help solve these crimes.”  

Nielsen thanked two Boone County residents who assisted in the case and 

made a monetary donation so that it could be solved.   

"The cost of running an investigation like this and sending testing to multiple 

places gets very expensive,” Nielsen said. “We've done it with very limited tax 

dollar funds, but we couldn't have done it without their help.”  

 



How was the teen killed?   

Decades later, Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr.’s cause of death is still unknown.   

The original autopsy was conducted by forensic pathologist from Indiana 

University and her original cause of death was undetermined, said Boone 

County Coroner Justin Sparks.   

The coroner’s office still has all the documents, evidence and photos from 

when Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr. was found dead and will conduct a forensic 

review to see if new technology can determine her cause of death, Sparks 

said.   

The Boone County Sheriff’s Office continues to work with the Toledo Police 

Department and other agencies across the state and country to solve the case, 

Nielsen said.   

Investigators believe Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr. was dead for around three 

days before her body was found. There was indication she may have been 

strangled, Nielsen said.   

 



At this point, investigators are not sure if Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr.’s death 

could be linked to other cases.   

“We don't know but we are looking into all of those,” Nielsen said. “We have 

been for many, many years so that is not something new. We've been looking 

into a lot of those possibly related cases.”  

At a press conference earlier this month, the Indiana State Police identified 

the man dubbed the “I-65 Killer” as Harry Edward Greenwell and linked him 

to the murders of three women who worked at hotels in Indiana and Kentucky 

in the late 1980s.  

"We made a promise 30 years ago that we would find out who she (Margaret 

Ann Sniegowski Jr.) was,” Nielsen said. “We kept that promise and we will 

keep the promise moving forward. We will find out who is responsible (for her 

death) and we will bring them to justice.”  

Donnie Lawson, who is now a Boone County commissioner, was the farmer 

who found the teenager’s body.   

“At that point when I found her and called the sheriff and all the crew to come 

in, I knew there was another point to this, but I didn't know what it was,” 

Lawson said. “Now I do. It's (Margaret Ann Sniegowski Jr.’s) family here."  

Lenny Sniegowski thanked investigators and said it was a happy day for his 

family to finally know what happened to his sister, despite his tears.   

“The thing that stings the most about this... other than the fact that she's not 

here, is that my parents didn't get the closure while they were alive,” Lenny 

Sniegowski said. “My mother lived with it for the rest of her life.”  

Contact Jake Allen at  jake.allen@indystar.com. Follow him on 

Twitter @Jake_Allen19. 

https://twitter.com/jake_allen19

