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VERNON – Vernon and Manchester Police held a joint news conference Monday afternoon at Vernon Police 

Headquarters to talk about human remains that were found in the woods off West Street on March 13, 2013. 

More than two years later, police identified the woman as Carol 

Shapiro, 43. She disappeared from her Manchester apartment on August 31, 2007. Police say her remains were 

positively identified by DNA. They collected DNA from her family across the  country to determine who she 

was. 

Her family told police she had a history of mental illness. No foul play has been determined in her death and the 

case is now considered closed. 

“We never stopped investigating this incident,” said Detective James Grady with Vernon Police. Police said 

they want to be clear that this case is not related to any other missing persons cases.
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Back in September, police released a rendering of her skull.  At the time, they hoped someone would 

recognize her. 

Also in September, the body of another man was found in the same area. Police said his death was not 

connected to Shapiro’s because his was a suicide. 

Related stories 

 Vernon police identify remains found in September 

 Police release new details of Vernon skull discovery 
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